
Dear friends ! 
I cordially greet you at the beginning 
of November, the month we 
remember and pray for our 
deceased. At the same time, we can 
and should realize that we too, will 
one day stand before God. Are we 

ready for this meeting with Jesus?  

The Feast of Jesus Christ the King (November 22) 

will remind us again who is and who has always been 

the real "King" of all times, including today's 

somewhat "strange" times. 

We have the opportunity once again to thank the 

Lord for all benefaction that we got this year during 

Thanksgiving Day. (November 26). On this occasion, 

I would like to thank you all very much for your 

generous and persistent support and help to our 

Czech California mission Velehrad as well as  to me. 

Heartfelt thanks and God bless you! 

On the last Sunday of November (November 29), we 

will start Advent Season, preparation for 

Christmas.                     

I wish you as many peaceful and relaxing 

moments as possible spent this month close to 

God and your loved ones. 

God bless us and protect us all! 

In prayer yours    Fr. Libor      

All Souls' Day  

All Souls’ Day in the United States is dedicated to 

prayers for the dead. The Day of the Dead is also 

celebrated on this day. Many western churches 

annually observe All Souls’ Day on November 2 and 

many eastern churches celebrate it prior to Lent and 

the day before Pentecost. 

 

What Do People Do? 

All Souls’ Day in the United States is a day of prayer 
for deceased souls. Many Christians visit cemeteries 
where their loved ones are buried.  Some cemeteries 
offer candles to be placed on these graves. The 
candles are blessed and marked with the names of 
the deceased to be placed at the designated grave 
sites. The Catholic Church remembers deceased 
members of the congregation on this day. 

Background 

All Souls’ Day was first instituted at the monastery in 
Cluny in 993 CE and quickly spread throughout the 
Christian world. People held festivals for the dead 
long before Christianity. It was Saint Odilo, the abbot 
of Cluny in France, who in the 10th century, proposed 
that the day after All Saints’ Day be set aside to honor 
the departed, particularly those whose souls were 
still in purgatory. Today the souls of the faithful 
departed are commemorated. Although All Souls’ Day 
is observed informally by some Protestants, it is 
primarily a Roman Catholic, Anglican and Orthodox 
holy day. 

The Day of the Dead celebrations can be traced back 
to the various indigenous groups, such as the Aztecs 
and other pre-Hispanic civilizations, from as far back 
as 3000 years ago. Skulls were collected and used 
during rituals to symbolize death and rebirth. 

The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ the  
King of the Universe  
formerly referred to as "Christ the King," was 
established by Pope Pius XI in 1925 as an antidote to 

secularism, a way of life which leaves God out of 
man's thinking and living and organizes his life as if 
God did not exist. The feast is intended to proclaim in 
a striking and effective manner Christ's royalty over 
individuals, families, society, governments, and 
nations.  
 

https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/us/pentecost


This Feast establishes the titles for Christ's royalty 
over men: 

1. Christ is God, the Creator of the universe and hence 
wields a supreme power over all things; "All things 
were created by Him"; 

2. Christ is our Redeemer, He purchased us by His 
precious Blood, and made us His property and 
possession; 

3. Christ is Head of the Church, "holding in all things 
the primacy"; 

4. God bestowed upon Christ the nations of the world 
as His special possession and dominion. 
  

This Feast also describes the qualities of Christ's 
kingdom. This kingdom is: 

1. supreme, extending not only to all people but also to 
their princes and kings; 

2. universal, extending to all nations and to all places; 
3. eternal, for "The Lord shall sit a King forever"; 
4. spiritual, Christ's "kingdom is not of this world."  

 
 

Bishop Peter Esterka is celebrating “85” !!! 
 

Petr Esterka with his 
parents and sister 
Agnes, Dolní 
Bojanovice  

 
Petr Esterka was 
born on 14 
November 1935 
in Dolní  
Bojanovice near 
Hodonín. He 
attended the 
Episcopal 
Grammar School 

in Brno, where he experienced Operation K in April 
1950 - the violent destruction of male monastic 
orders. He managed to complete his secondary 
education after several attempts, at an eleven-year 
school in Hodonín in 1956. He worked as a carer at 
Lignum; he was interrogated by State Security for his 
opinions and convictions. On Saturday 15 June 1957 
he emigrated to Austria. He began studies at 
Nepomucenum House in Rome, which led to his 
ordainment into priesthood in 
1963. He was sent to minister 
to his fellow expatriates in 
Texas, USA. He returned to 
Rome in 1966 to undertake 
doctoral studies. He continued 
to visit the northern part of the 
USA, Minnesota, where he took 
up an academic post in 1967. In 

1974-1995 he served as a military chaplain in 
reserve in the US Air Force.  In 1978 he began 
working with Czech Catholics in the USA and Canada. 
He was reunited with his parents and his sister for 
the first time in Vienna in 1968. In 1987 he received 
the title of Monsignor, in July 
1999 he was appointed Titular 
Bishop of Cefala and Auxiliary 
Bishop of Brno charged with 
pastoral care for Czech Catholics 
abroad. He moved to California in 
1992. Petr Esterka was witness 
to numerous events throughout 
his life - Cardinal Beran’s 
pastoral trip to the USA, the 
canonisation of Agnes of Bohemia in Rome, the Velvet 
Revolution in Prague, Archbishop František Vaňák’s 
pastoral trip to the USA, the relocation of the statue 
of Our Lady of Exile (built by Czechoslovaks exiled by 
the Communist regime - trans.), the Václav and 
Dagmar Havel’s presidential visit to the USA, etc. In 
2013 the witness obtained the Gratias agit Award for 
his help in spreading the good name of the Czech 
Republic abroad. In 2013 Petr Esterka was also made 
a bishop emeritus. He lives in California.  
 
 

 
 

 

....and all the best ... May God bless you, 
protect you and always keep you well. !!! 
“Mnogaja, blagaja ljeta” !!! 

In the prayer ...   

Fr. Libor 
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