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YOU ARE INVITED!

TO CZECH  MASS

In SAN DIEGO
our Holy Saturday Mass will be celebrated by Fr. Dennis Kriz on 
Saturday 19th of October at 4:00pm. in St John’s Parish Hall, 
4005 Normal St, San Diego, CA 92103 on the corner of Normal St. 
and Lincoln Ave. Refreshments will be available after Mass.

Mark your calendars for the next Mass:
SD - Nov. 23rd ~ LA - Nov. 24th  ~ SF TBD

In LOS ANGELES

our Holy Mass will be celebrated by Fr. Dennis Kriz on Sunday 
20th of October at 2:15pm, in the St John Paul II Polish Center, 
3999 Rose Drive, Yorba Linda 92886. After Mass a delicious meal 
will be served. A donation of $10.00 is requested, $5.00 for parky.

In SAN FRANCISCO
there is no mass in October. Our next mass in San Francisco will 
be announced soon.
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Petr Esterka was born on 
November 14, 1935, in Dolní 
Bojanovice. He studied at the 
Episcopal High School in Brno and 
graduated in 1956 at the eleven-
year-old in Hodonín. He worked as 
a tutor and was questioned several 
times by the StB for his opinions 
and attitudes. In June 1957, he 
emigrated to Austria. In the fall, 
he began studying at the college 
of Nepomucenum in Rome, and in 
1963 he was ordained as a priest. 
He was sent among compatriots 

to Texas, USA. In 1966 he completed his doctoral studies in Rome. 
He started his academic career in Minnesota in 1967. In 1974–1995, 
he worked in the Air Force as a military chaplain in reserve. Since 
1978 he has been working among Czech Catholics in the USA and 
Canada. In 1987 he was awarded the title of Monsignor, on July 
5, 1999, by Pope John Paul II he was appointed a titular bishop of 
Cephalen and ordained bishop of Brno, in charge of the spiritual care 
of Czech Catholics abroad. Since 1992, he has lived in California at 
the Velehrad Center, which serves Czech communities in San Diego, 
Los Angeles, and San Francisco.

Petr Esterka wrote a book Never Say Comrade as part of his 
English learning experience. In addition, a book of interviews with 
Aleš Palán: Decide for Risk, which summarizes his main experiences 
and opinions very clearly, was published.

Author: Andrea Červenková

This year marks the twentieth anniversary of the episcopal 
ordination of Peter Esther, which he received on September 11, 1999.

20 years after episcopal ordination
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Petr Esterka dedicated his life to God, working with people and 
families not only of American origin but above all to immigrants 
from the Czech lands. He spent a lot of time with them in Texas 
and later in California, where he lives today. Until recently, a mass 
in the Czech language was also served monthly. Even after his 
formal retirement, he continues to oversee the spiritual needs of new 
immigrants in Chicago, New York, Toronto, Montreal, and Australia, 
if his health permits.

Thanks to empathy and modern opinions, he became an essential 
person in the families of his parishioners, helping families with 
their problems in communication and upbringing. He also devoted 
himself very intensively to the preparation of engaged couples for 
marriage. Throughout his life, he was a support to all who came to 
confi de in him.

What did others say about him?

Aleš Palán, in an interview with Jan Paulus on the question: What 
was the most surprising thing about Bishop Esterka? States:

One of my unbelieving friends, who is very well versed in literature, 
was surprised to fi nd out who I was doing an interview book with: “Are 
you doing a book with a bishop? Isn’t it a bit of a waste of time? ”It was 
just the opposite. The moments spent with Bishop Esterka were inspiring, 
and they also opened my eyes to the Church in some areas. Bishop Esterka 
surprised me with his openness, uncounted friendliness, and especially the 
courage with which he seeks answers to questions that many believers do 
not even ask out of caution. I suppose that it will surprise readers of the book 
“Rozhodni se pro risk.”

A parishioner from Dolní Bojanovice on the question of how she 
remembers Bishop Esterka:

Father Esterka was fi rst admitted to the Czech Republic on May 1983. On 
his second visit, I think it was in the fall of the same year, a secret discussion 
was held with the youth in one shed. There Fr. Peter told us about how he 
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had escaped and the despair he had experienced in a refugee camp. Then he 
informed us about his current work at the university - he taught morality 
and touched on questions of sex and faith. He also organized a “counseling” 
for young married couples. If the couple had any disagreements, he held a 
meeting with them and listened to their opposition and then translated it 
to the language of the man or woman. He simply explained the differences 
between the male and female understanding of the same thing. We, too, were 
asking him, initially only with restraint, later more open questions that 
we were interested in. For some, this was the fi rst time they could talk to a 
qualifi ed person about such things.

This is also a way we send a greeting to Bishop Esterka. We wish 
him health and blessings in his further work.

Mons. Dušan Hladík laureate of the award Gratias agit

A Man Who Helps Preserve Czech Language and Culture - Mons. 
Dušan Hladík was awarded the Gratias agit award.

Honors for spreading the good name of the Czech Republic 
abroad.

You can read the whole article on our website -
www.czechchurch.org (Czech language only)
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A celebration of Bishop Esterka’s 

20th anniversary of his ordination

On September 22nd, 2019, we celebrated Bishop Esterka’s 20th 
anniversary of his ordination to the episcopate. The event took 
place in the backyard of our Czech Velehrad in Los Angeles. The 
celebratory Holy Mass 
was served by Mons. 
Hladik with the help of 
Bishop Esterka, and Father 
Kriz. It was followed by 
a delicious homemade 
dinner (Vepro, Knedlo, 
Zelo) and pastries. Mons. 
Hladik made a toast to 
honor Bishop Esterka’s 
many years of dedicated 
service to our Czech 
community not only here 
in California but also 
around the world. 
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Letter from the Presidents of the Velehrad Council

We have great news for you today. On September 10, Bishop 
Peter Esterka received a letter from Bishop Maly that a priest who 
is available was found and has many years of experience with 
expatriate parishes abroad.

His name is Father Libor Svorcik. He comes from Olomouc but 
has been living in Canada since 1999. His brief biography and a 
photograph is on page 9.

Before he can join us, however, we have to arrange for him a US 
visa (Religious Visa R1). Bishop Vann of the Diocese of Orange 
promised to help us by petitioning under their patronage, and we 
also have their legal immigration department at our disposal. We 
submitted all requested documents for Velehrad and Father Libor, 
and we are waiting for the next step in a probably long process.  

We want Father Libor to be here before Christmas. Therefore we are 
fi ling a request for an expedited application. We ask for your prayers 
so that the process is without complications and that it is settled 
positively.

Because neither government nor attorney fees are small, 
the whole matter will cost approximately $5,000. Therefore 
we would express our gratitude for fi nancial support. If you 
wish to participate in this particular collection, please send 
a check to the VCCCM with the note “R1 Visa” or “Father 
Libor” (details on page 11 of this Vestnik) or bring it to our 
next Mass.  

From the whole counsel, „Pán Bůh zaplať.”

Petr Peterka 
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Libor Švorčík - Biography

7.16.1962 Olomouc - born (second of fi ve 
children, parents Jindřich and Ludmila no longer 
alive. The eldest brother Jindřich is also a priest - 
in Příbor in Moravia. Sister Pavla - 4 children, her 
twin brother Jana - 2 children, youngest brother 
Vít - 4 children. All in Moravia in Olomouc).

1977 - 1981 High school in Uničov
1981 - 1983 Secondary Technical School of Railway in Česká Třebová
1983 - 1988 Employee of the Czechoslovak State Railways (dispatcher, 
signalman, line worker)
1988 - 1991 Theological Faculty in Litoměřice
1991 - 1994 Theological Faculty in Prague, August 6, 1994 - ordained as a 
deacon
1994 - 1995 Chaplain - deacon of Chomutov
1995 - 1996 Washington D.C. - Christ House - a community caring for the 
homeless
14.září 1996 Priestly ordination in Litomeřice
1996 -1998 Priest in the parish of Liběšice near Žatec
January 1, 1999 - November 30, 2016, Toronto – sv.Václav
December 1, 2016 - November 30, 2019, Orillie - Guardian Angels Church
December 1, 2019 - California

Pavlína Osičková, a relative of Bishop Peter Esterka,
is currently visiting and 
staying with the Bishop. 
They are having a great 
time together as she’s also 
enjoying the warm southern 
California weather.
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PRAYER REQUESTS:
October 2019

+ Miloslav Mářik – manželka Edith
+ Agnes & Stanley Brozek - Peter and Paul Brozek and families
+ Monika & Ferdinand Stachura
za živé a zemřelé členy české síně Karlín - Joe Kocáb
+ Jiřinu Jordánovou - manžel Pavel Jordán
+ Karel Novak - dcera Irene
+ Petr Macaj - manželka a synové
+ Charsky Familly - Evelyn M Holicky Puhala
+ Raymond Dvorsky (death anniversary 10.18.) - Marie & George  
       Dvorsky
+ Luboš Jednorožec - manželka Milada
+ Vlastimil a Maruška Kubicovi - Milada Jednorožec
+ James Louda - manzelka Hana Louda
+ rodina Smolíkova - Hana Louda

That the breath of the Holy Spirit engender a 
new missionary “spring” in the Church.

Theme: A Missionary “Spring” in the Church

MONTH OF OCTOBER

Pope Francis’ 
Intention of the 
Month
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September 2019 
We will publish, according to the practice of Catholic parishes, the 
amount of the collections, not distinguishing between the separate 
Masses, and also the amount received by mail that month. There 
will no longer be a monthly report of expenses. The balance sheet is 
published annually in our February Vestnik. If anyone has questions 
please call Bishop Esterka at 714 524 0092 and leave a message.

Collections: $1,629; Mail: $310

May God reward you for your generosity.
Please take care to make out your checks so that they will match the 
names on our accounts: 1. Velehrad California Czech Catholic Mission 
or VCCCM. Our bank will no longer accept checks without the legal title 
Velehrad or VCCCM on the payable-to line. 2. If you wish your dona-
tion to go to the North American Pastoral Center for Czech Catholics:  
Make it out to NAPCCC.

OUR MISSION WILL CONTINUE TO EXIST ONLY AS LONG 
AS WE SUPPORT IT FINANCIALLY. 

YOUR  TRUST OR WILL: Please remember Czech ministry in your 
trust or will. Our legal title is: Velehrad California Czech Catholic 
Mission, Inc., 344 Koch Avenue, Placentia, CA 92870. For information 
call Bishop Esterka, 714 524 0092.

Bishop Peter Esterka
344 Koch Avenue   
Placentia, CA  92870  
www.Czechchurch.org 
Check us out on FACEBOOK: CzechChurch in California

MISSION CONTACTS

Tel:(714) 524-0092   
Fax:(714) 637-6789
PetaEst@aol.com

SAN DIEGO

LOS ANGELES

SAN FRANCISCO

Chairman:     Petr Peterka

Chairman:    George  Dvorsky  

(858) 755-1578 - petr@peterkafamily.com

(310) 545-9302 - dngdvorsky@Verizon.net

VĚSTNÍK is being published at the beginning of each month.
Printing:  Minutemen  Press, 1600 S Anaheim Blvd, Ste D, Anaheim 92805



KRAJANSKÉ OBCHODY A SLUŽBY

Dr. Joseph Burian
General Dentistry 

12665 Washington Blvd., Ste 107
Los Angeles,  CA  90066

Phone: (310) 398-9012

The Law fi rm H&P Law s.r.o.

Comprehensive legal services
in the Czech Republic

www.ak-hp.cz, e-mail: info@ak-hp.cz
Tel: (+420) 221 719 041
Fax: (+420) 221 719 059

Milan Kyncl, Esq. Attorney
12832 Garden Grove Blvd, Ste. 240

GARDEN GROVE, CA 92843
milan@wkklawyers.com

TEL (714) 539-9900       
Travel Center 

Long Beach - Jana 562.498.1280 
e-mail veverka@aol.com

 Santa Monica - Eva 310.396.8781
evaslovacek@gmail.com 

Val Dostalek Photography
Wedding, Portraits and Real Estate 

Vladimir Dostalek
858 866 6966 

valdostalek@gmail.com
www.ValDostalek.com

4 Simple Steps to Earn Money from 
the Czech Republic

and Re  re with a Secure Steady Income
For Informa  on 888-943-9960

Stania Rensberger 
San Diego    619-296-3910
srensberger@gmail.com  

Pinnacle Pools, Inc. 
Tel: 951-796-2792

Email: jjurecka76@yahoo.com 
Construction, renovations, plastering, 

installations, repairs, maintenance

PASADENA BESEDA
Mluvite česky nebo slovensky?
Příjdte mezi nás, každou druhou

sobotu v měsíci.
1 ~ 4 PM, 403 S  First Ave.

Arcadia CA 91106 
e-mail : pasadenabeseda@gmail.com

Real - estate agency Horren s.r.o.

Comprehensive real estate managment in 
the Czech Republic

www.horren.cz, e-mail: info@horren.cz
Pobřežní 6/58, Prague 8, 186 00

Czech Republic

POLAM
Polam Federal Credit Union

Your full-service Polish-American
Federal Credit Union Since 1969

Savings  •  Checking  •  Loans •  Debit/ATM  
VISA Credit Card  •  Online and Mobile Banking 
www.polam.org  •  800/404/5137

The RC Czech Mission does not verify or endorse the quality of services advertised on this page.

Savings  •  Checking  •  Loans •  Debit/ATM  
VISA Credit Card  •  Online and Mobile Banking 
www.polam.org  •  800/404/5137


