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VĚSTNÍK CZECH
Catholic Mission

www.czechchurch.org

sv.Jakuba v San  Diegu – sv. Františka v San Francisku - sv.Cyrila a Metoděje v Los Angeles 

EN

20th 
anniversary 
of Bishop 
Esterka’s 
ordination 
to the 
episcopate

more information on page 3
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YOU ARE INVITED!

TO CZECH  MASS

In SAN DIEGO
our Holy Saturday Mass will be celebrated on Saturday 21st of 
September at 4:00pm. in St John’s Parish Hall, 4005 Normal St, 
San Diego, CA 92103 on the corner of Normal St. and Lincoln 
Ave. Refreshments will be available after Mass.

Mark your calendars for the next Mass:
SD - Oct. 19th ~ LA - Oct. 20th  ~ SF TBD

In LOS ANGELES

our Holy Mass will be celebrated by Msgr. Hladík on Sunday 
22nd of September at 2:15pm, in the backyard of our Velehrad at 
344 Koch Ave, Placentia CA 92870. 
More information on page 3.

In SAN FRANCISCO
our Holy Mass will be celebrated on Sunday 15th of September at 
12:30 pm in the Nativity of our Lord Roman Catholic Church, 240 
Fell Street, San Francisco, CA 94102.
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On July 5, 1999, Pope John Paul II named Msgr. Peter Esterka 
Auxiliary Bishop for the Diocese of Brno with the stipulation 
that his main work would be the spiritual welfare of Czech 
Catholics living outside of the Czech Republic.

September 22nd, 2019 ~ 2:15pm ~ Velehrad CA
344 Koch Ave, Placentia CA 92870

We’ll Celebrate the 20th Anniversary of Bishop 

Esterka’s Ordination To The Episcopate.

Please join us, as we celebrate 
20 years since Bishop Peter 
Esterka’s ordination to the 
episcopate.
We will begin with a Holy 
Mass celebrated by Msgr. 
Dušan Hladík, following 
with celebration, lunch, 
drinks, and pastries. For 
lunch, we will have pork 
roast with sauerkraut and 
dumplings.
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Falling Upward
A Sprituality for the Two Halves of Life

Richard Rohr a short passage

I cannot think of a culture in human history, before the present postmodern 
era, that did not value law, tradition, custom, authority, boundaries,· and 
morality of some clear sort. These containers give us the necessary security, 
continuity, predictability, impulse control, and ego structure that we need, 
before the chaos of real life shows up. Healthily conservative people tend 
to grow up more naturally and more happily than those who receive only 
free-form, “build it yourself’ worldviews, in my studied opinion.

Here is my conviction: without law in some form, and also without butting up 
against that law, we cannot move forward easily and naturally. The rebellions of 
two-year-olds and teenagers are in our hardwiring, and we have to have 
something hard and half good to rebel against. We need a worthy opponent 
against which we test our mettle. As Rilke put it, “When we are only 
victorious over small things, it leaves us feeling small.”

You need a very strong container to hold- the contents and contradictions 
that arrive later in life. You ironically need a very strong ego structure to let 
go of your ego. You need to struggle with the rules more than a bit before you 
throw them out. You only internalize values by butting up against external 
values for a while. All of this builds the strong self that can positively obey 
Jesus - and “die to itself.” In fact, far too many ( especially women and 
disadvantaged people) have lived very warped and defeated lives because 
they tried to give up a self that was not there yet.

This is an important paradox for most of us, and the two sides of this paradox 
must be made clear for the very health of individuals, families, and cultures. 
It is crucial for our own civilization right now. We have too many people on 
the extremes: some make a “sacrifi  cial” and heroic life their whole identity 
and end up making everyone else around them sacrifi  ce so that they can be 
sacrifi  cial and heroic. Others, in selfi  sh rebellion and without any training in 
letting go, refuse to sacrifi  ce anything. Basically, if you stay in the protected 
fi rst half of life beyond its natural period, you become a well-disguised 
narcissist or an adult infant (who is also a narcissist!) - both of whom are 
often thought to be successful “good old boys” by the mainstream culture. 
No wonder that Bell Plotkin calls us a “patho-adolescent culture.”
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Source: Zvon - časopis krajanské rodiny v New Yorku

The fi rst-half-of-life container, nevertheless, is constructed through impulse 
controls; traditions; group symbols; family loyalties; basic respect for 
authority; civil and church laws; and a sense of the goodness, values, and 
special importance of your country, ethnicity, and religion (as for example, 
the Jews’ sense of their “chosenness”). To quote Archimedes once again, 
you must have both “a lever and a place to stand” before you can move 
the world. The educated and sophisticated Western person today has many 
levers but almost no solid place on which to stand, with either very weak 
identities or terribly overstated identities. This tells me we are not doing the 
fi rst-half-of-life task very well. How can we possibly get to the second? 

Most people are trying to build the platform of their lives all by themselves, 
while working all the new levers at the same time. I think of CEOs, business 
leaders, soldiers, or parents who have no principled or ethical sense of 
themselves and end up with some kind of “pick and choose” morality in the 
pressured moment. This pattern leaves the isolated ego in full control, and 
surely represents the hubris that will precede a lot of impending tragedies. 
This pattern is all probably predictable when we try to live life backwards 
and build ourselves a wonderful superstructure before we have laid any 
real foundations from culture, religion, or tradition. Frankly, it is much 
easier to begin rather conservative or traditional. I know some of us do not 
want to hear that. 

But I think we all need some help from “the perennial tradition” that has 
held up over time. We cannot each start at zero, entirely on our own. Life is 
far too short, and there are plenty of mistakes we do not need to make - and 
some that we need to make. We are parts of social and family ecosystems 
that are rightly structured to keep us from falling but also, more important, 
to show us how to fall and also how to learn from that very falling. Think 
of the stories of the Brothers Grimm, Hans Christian Anderson, or Laura 
Ingalls Wilder, most of which circle around a dilemma, a problem, a diffi 
culty, a failure, an evil that begs to be overcome. And always is. 

We are not helping our children by always preventing them from what might 
be necessary falling, because you learn how to recover from falling by falling! It 
is precisely by falling off the bike many times that you eventually learn what 
the balance feels like. The skater pushing both right and left eventually goes 
where he or she wants to go. People who have never allowed themselves to 
fall are actually off balance, while not realizing it at all. That is why they are 
so hard to live with. Please think about that for a while.
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June Holy Mass and our 

Annual Father’s Day Picnic

On June 16th, 2019, we enjoyed a beautiful afternoon at the Czech 
Velehrad in Los Angeles. We 
started with a Holy Mass 
served by father Kriz, and then 
continued with our annual 
Father’s Day picnic. Of course, 
we had the traditional steaks 
prepared by George Ponec. 
Also big thanks to Otto Notzl 
who set up the chairs, Dana 
Leimberger for pastries, Anna 
Dobesova and Jana Ponec who 
worked in the kitchen and 
everyone else who helped with 
the setup and later with the 
cleanup.
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Přeji panu biskupovi hodně sil k uzdravení a hodně štěstí 
a fůru splněných přání. Věřím že spousta věřících mu 
přeje totéž co já. Tak se zařazuji do dlouhé fronty a tisknu 
mu pravici. Ještě hodně krásných dnů pane Biskupe 
Esterko !
Přeji hezký den.
Marcela Komrsová

By the whole Pasadena Beseda 
we wish our dear Bishop Peter 
quick recovery, we all are 
praying for him.

Mike Vondrus

Get Well Wishes to our
Bishop Peter Esterka
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That politicians, scientists and economists work together 
to protect the world’s seas and oceans.

Theme:
The Protection of the Oceans

MONTH OF SEPTEMBER

Pope Francis’ Intention of the Month
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PRAYER REQUESTS:
September 2019

+ Miloslav Mářik - manželka Edith

+ Agnes & Stanley Brozek - Peter and Paul Brozek and families

+ Monika & Ferdinand Stachura

za živé a zemřelé členy české síně Karlín - Joe Kocáb

+ Jiřinu Jordánovou - manžel Pavel Jordán

+ Karel Novak - dcera Irene

+ Petr Macaj - manželka a synové

+ Ignac Puhala - 12 yr anniv Aug 31 - Evelyn M Holicky Puhala

+ Lubos Jednorozec - manzelka Milada

+ Za Tatínky Vaclava Vilimeka a Antonína Jednorožce – Milada 
Jednorožec
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June, July, August 2019 
We will publish, according to the practice of Catholic parishes, the 
amount of the collections, not distinguishing between the separate 
Masses, and also the amount received by mail that month. There 
will no longer be a monthly report of expenses. The balance sheet is 
published annually in our February Vestnik. If anyone has questions 
please call Bishop Esterka at 714 524 0092 and leave a message.

Picnic & Collections: $475; Mail July and August: $1,170

May God reward you for your generosity.
Please take care to make out your checks so that they will match the 
names on our accounts: 1. Velehrad California Czech Catholic Mission 
or VCCCM. Our bank will no longer accept checks without the legal title 
Velehrad or VCCCM on the payable-to line. 2. If you wish your dona-
tion to go to the North American Pastoral Center for Czech Catholics:  
Make it out to NAPCCC.

OUR MISSION WILL CONTINUE TO EXIST ONLY AS LONG 
AS WE SUPPORT IT FINANCIALLY. 

YOUR  TRUST OR WILL: Please remember Czech ministry in your 
trust or will. Our legal title is: Velehrad California Czech Catholic 
Mission, Inc., 344 Koch Avenue, Placentia, CA 92870. For information 
call Bishop Esterka, 714 524 0092.

Bishop Peter Esterka
344 Koch Avenue   
Placentia, CA  92870  
www.Czechchurch.org 
Check us out on FACEBOOK: CzechChurch in California

MISSION CONTACTS

Tel:(714) 524-0092   
Fax:(714) 637-6789
PetaEst@aol.com

SAN DIEGO

LOS ANGELES

SAN FRANCISCO

Chairman:     Petr Peterka

Chairman:    George  Dvorsky  

(858) 755-1578 - petr@peterkafamily.com

(310) 545-9302 - dngdvorsky@Verizon.net

VĚSTNÍK is being published at the beginning of each month.
Printing:  Minutemen  Press, 1600 S Anaheim Blvd, Ste D, Anaheim 92805



KRAJANSKÉ OBCHODY A SLUŽBY

Dr. Joseph Burian
General Dentistry 

12665 Washington Blvd., Ste 107
Los Angeles,  CA  90066

Phone: (310) 398-9012

The Law fi rm H&P Law s.r.o.

Comprehensive legal services
in the Czech Republic

www.ak-hp.cz, e-mail: info@ak-hp.cz
Tel: (+420) 221 719 041
Fax: (+420) 221 719 059

Milan Kyncl, Esq. Attorney
12832 Garden Grove Blvd, Ste. 240

GARDEN GROVE, CA 92843
milan@wkklawyers.com

TEL (714) 539-9900       
Travel Center 

Long Beach - Jana 562.498.1280 
e-mail veverka@aol.com

 Santa Monica - Eva 310.396.8781
evaslovacek@gmail.com 

Val Dostalek Photography
Wedding, Portraits and Real Estate 

Vladimir Dostalek
858 866 6966 

valdostalek@gmail.com
www.ValDostalek.com

4 Simple Steps to Earn Money from 
the Czech Republic

and Re  re with a Secure Steady Income
For Informa  on 888-943-9960

Stania Rensberger 
San Diego    619-296-3910
srensberger@gmail.com  

Pinnacle Pools, Inc. 
Tel: 951-796-2792

Email: jjurecka76@yahoo.com 
Construction, renovations, plastering, 

installations, repairs, maintenance

PASADENA BESEDA
Mluvite česky nebo slovensky?
Příjdte mezi nás, každou druhou

sobotu v měsíci.
1 ~ 4 PM, 403 S  First Ave.

Arcadia CA 91106 
e-mail : pasadenabeseda@gmail.com

Real - estate agency Horren s.r.o.

Comprehensive real estate managment in 
the Czech Republic

www.horren.cz, e-mail: info@horren.cz
Pobřežní 6/58, Prague 8, 186 00

Czech Republic

POLAM
Polam Federal Credit Union

Your full-service Polish-American
Federal Credit Union Since 1969

Savings  •  Checking  •  Loans •  Debit/ATM  
VISA Credit Card  •  Online and Mobile Banking 
www.polam.org  •  800/404/5137

The RC Czech Mission does not verify or endorse the quality of services advertised on this page.

Savings  •  Checking  •  Loans •  Debit/ATM  
VISA Credit Card  •  Online and Mobile Banking 
www.polam.org  •  800/404/5137


